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Proclamation 8283 of August 27, 2008

National Alcohol and Drug Addiction Recovery Month, 2008

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Substance abuse is an unrelenting evil that destroys lives, ruins families,
and endangers neighborhoods. During National Alcohol and Drug Addic-
tion Recovery Month, we emphasize our commitment to alcohol and drug
addiction prevention. This month is also an opportunity to recognize those
who have had the courage to combat and overcome addiction.

Alcohol and drug abuse require an aggressive response. My Administration
will continue to help educate our children through the National Youth
Anti-Drug Media Campaign. This Campaign urges parents and adults to
safeguard our young people from the abuse of prescription drugs, focuses
on random drug-testing in schools and in the workplace, and creates drug-
free community coalitions. First Lady Laura Bush leads the Helping Amer-
ica’s Youth initiative, which assists our youth in making healthy life
choices through the participation of caring adults in their lives. The dedi-
cated efforts of families, teachers, law enforcement, faith-based groups, and
community activists are all important.

We are also working to reduce the supply of illegal drugs coming into our
country and fighting demand here at home. In order to disrupt the market
for illegal drugs, the National Drug Control Strategy report has coordinated
law enforcement efforts throughout our Nation to help dismantle channels
of distribution, and we are also working with foreign governments to eradi-
cate the trafficking of illegal drugs.

Too many of our citizens have been swept up in a cycle of addiction.
Through faith-based and community groups, we have revolutionized the
way we help people break the chains of addiction. The Access to Recovery
program provides addicts with vouchers so that they can attend the treat-
ment center of their choice. Our Nation’s armies of compassion have
helped nearly 200,000 clients rediscover their dignity and purpose through
this program.

During National Alcohol and Drug Addiction Recovery Month and through-
out the year, we underscore the worthy mission of confronting substance
abuse. This year’s theme, “Join the Voices of Recovery: Real People, Real
Recovery,” highlights the importance of providing hope and love to those
who are trying to overcome drug and alcohol addiction and rebuild their
lives. For more information on how to help fellow citizens and continue
building a stronger community, visit recoverymonth.gov.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim September 2008 as National
Alcohol and Drug Addiction Recovery Month. I call upon the people of the
United States to observe this month with the appropriate programs, cere-
monies, and activities.
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IN WITNESS WHEREOQOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-seventh
day of August, in the year of our Lord two thousand eight, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-third.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 8284 of August 28, 2008

National Days of Prayer and Remembrance, 2008

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

During National Days of Prayer and Remembrance, we pay special tribute
to the thousands of innocent victims who died on September 11, 2001. Our
Nation honors the brave citizens, service members, police officers, and fire-
fighters who heroically responded in the face of terror. On these important
days, we reflect on the terrible events of September 11, 2001, and lift the
victims and their families in our prayers.

Our Nation will never forget the individuals who lost their lives in New
York, Pennsylvania, and at the Pentagon. America remains inspired by the
countless acts of kindness and sacrifice we saw that day—fearless rescuers
who rushed toward danger, a beloved priest who died helping others, two
office workers who carried a disabled person 68 floors to safety.

We also pray for the safety and success of the members of our Armed
Forces now serving freedom’s cause. We seek God’s grace on their families,
and commit to Heaven’s care those brave men and women He has called
home. We ask the Almighty to watch over America and pray for His provi-
dence and continued blessings on our country. May He always guide the
United States of America. As we defend our country against its enemies,
we pray for help in protecting the gift of freedom from those who seek to
destroy it, and we ask the Almighty to strengthen all those securing liberty
on distant shores.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim Friday, September 5, through
Sunday, September 7, 2008, as National Days of Prayer and Remembrance.
I ask that the people of the United States and their places of worship mark
these National Days of Prayer and Remembrance with memorial services,
the ringing of bells, and evening candlelight remembrance vigils. I also in-
vite all people across the world to share in these Days of Prayer and Re-
membrance.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-eighth
day of August, in the year of our Lord two thousand eight, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-third.

GEORGE W. BUSH
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